A& Blogs 2024-25
20/06/25
ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI, some pupils have also been doing Functional skills work and SpAG work. We’ve enjoyed our class story; Whatever next by Jill Murphy then working on sequencing the story, recognising characters and looking at their emotions and feelings throughout the story. 

MATHS: We've been working on position and direction using prepositions putting objects in places and recognising where they are in relations to objects, some pupils have been working on compass direction and map skills. 
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: This week we have been looking at people who work at and, the parts of a castle through photos, jigsaws, word searches and puzzles
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we've been keeping healthy through physical activities and the benefits it has for our bodies and minds. 
In PE we've been practicing for the upcoming Sports Day practicing a range of throwing and running events, pupils have also accessed, sensory room, soft play and the movement room and some pupils have been swimming to Washington Leisure Centre. They've also enjoyed their attention autism lessons with Mrs Hindmarsh. 
ILS: In ILS this HT were focusing on cooking meats and fish, we've been practicing safely making chicken nuggets and chips using an air fryer, following instructions and using tongs to move food. 
CREATIVE: With Miss Angus pupils have been reviewing their summer performance and enjoying some summer themed arts and crafts. 
CERTFICIATES:
AMc - excellent transition visit to Percy Hedley with Mrs Wilson.
CR - excellent attention and engagement during attention autism lesson. 

23/05/25
This HT in A7 class;
ENGLISH: Some pupils have engaged in RWI making good progress, we've used colourful semantics to make sentences, read our class sensory story; Handa's Surprise and class book; On Sudden Hill. We've also practiced functional communication in school and on community skills in shops and on public transport.

MATHS: we've explored mass and capacity learning about full, empty, half full, nearly empty/full and heavy, light, heavier, lighter and practically practiced these with scales and a variety of different items. 
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: We've explored the natural world in our topic, planting and growing. We've grown sunflowers, Cress, made seed bombs, made a bug hotel and completed scavenger hunts for insects and colours in the schools grounds. We've used a range of gardening tools and learned how to use them safely. We've also learned about where our food comes from and how we can help our planet related to food. 
HEALTH & WELLBEING: We've explored SRE, how to keep ourselves safe, personal safety and privacy, consent and body safety, personal hygiene and dental/oral hygiene as well as starting a whole school toothbrush programme. 
ILS: We've attended a new community destination; Gateshead, and practiced our money handling, interaction and communication with shop/service staff and behaving appropriately in public. Some pupils have also fulfilled shopping lists for food tech and snack and purchased there own items of choice. We've also looked at how we look after ourselves and home, sweeping and brushing, mopping, dusting, hoovering, washing, drying and hanging clothes up
CREATIVE: With Miss Angus pupils have been working hard to prepare for summer performances making videos and props.

16/05/25
This week in A7 class;
ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI, some pupils have also been doing Functional skills work and SpAG work. We’ve enjoyed our class sensory story; Handa's Surprise by Eileen Brown sequencing the story, exploding the fruits and looking at the emotions and feelings within the story. 
MATHS: We’ve continued looking at measurements working on non standard measurements of capacity and mass. We've also continued practicing our money handling skills on community skills.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: In understanding the world we've finished our bug hotel and placed it in the school grounds and searched for bugs around the school. We've also planted some more seeds and looked after our sunflowers we planted at the start of the HT.

HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we've been looking at private and public things we do, how we can give consent for a range of things we do and continued our optional toothbrushing programme. 
In PE we're looking at striking and fielding and net/wall sports. This week we have been practicing throwing and catching a range of different size balls and hitting targets with the balls. We've also enjoyed rebound with Mr Pallas and some pupils have been swimming to Washington Leisure Centre. 
ILS: In ILS this HT we're focusing on knife skills. We've made fruit salad this week cutting Apple, banana and mango as well as cucumber. We've also practiced some household skills and worked on cleaning worksurfaces and hand hygiene. 
CREATIVE: With Miss Angus pupils have been working hard to prepare for summer performances making videos and props.
CERTFICIATES:
AMc - Independently!! Peeling a banana and cutting it then sharing with a peer.
JL - Excellent RWI/phonics work and progress 
09/05/25
This week in A7 class;

ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI, some pupils have also been doing Functional skills work and SpAG work. We’ve enjoyed our class sensory story; Handa's Surprise by Eileen Brown exploring different tropical fruits through our senses, sorting and categorizing animals and fruits.
MATHS: We’ve started a new topic of measurement looking at capacity in standard and non standard measurements - using cups and water to practice practically measuring different amount. We've also continued practicing our money handling skills on community skills.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: In understanding the world we've made a bug hotel and learned about the importance of insects and bugs to our environment and ecosystem.
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we've continued exploring oral and dental hygiene starting our optional toothbrushing programme as part of a school wide initiative. We're also starting our SRE topic looking at how to keep ourselves and our bodies safe at home and in the community. 

In PE we're looking at striking and fielding and net/wall sports. This week we tried out Tennis striking a tennis ball with a racquet. Pupils have also had Rebound with Mr Pallas and some pupils attended swimming.
ILS: In ILS this HT we're focusing on knife skills. We've cut cucumber, cheese and spread butter on bread to make finger sandwiches. We had this with custard creams and a drink at our VE day afternoon tea celebrations. 
CREATIVE: With Miss Angus pupils have been working hard to prepare for summer performances making videos and props.

02/05/25
This week in A7 class;
ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI, some pupils have also been doing Functional skills work and SpAG work. We’ve been exploring character emotions and feelings in our class story; On Sudden Hill by Linda Sarah and also enjoyed our sensory story; Handa's Surprise by Eileen Brown exploring different tropical fruits through our senses.
MATHS: We’ve started a new topic of measurement completing a baseline assessment and looking at standard and non standard measurements. We've also continued practicing our money handling skills on community skills.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: In understanding the world we're looking at planting and growing all around us. We completed a colour scavenger hunt around school finding natural things in a range of colours, we've also planted sunflower seeds ans cress seeds and learned about what plants need to grown and, how to tend to and care for growing plants.
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we've continued exploring oral and dental hygiene starting our optional toothbrushing programme as part of a school wide initiative. We're also starting our SRE topic looking at how to keep ourselves and our bodies safe at home and in the community. 
In PE we're looking at striking and fielding and net/wall sports. This week we tried out Tennis striking a tennis ball with a racquet. Pupils have also had Rebound with Mr Pallas and some upils attended swimming.
ILS: In ILS this HT we're focusing on knife skills. We've cut cucumber, cheese and spread butter on bread to make finger sandwiches in preparation for a VE Day afternoon tea next week in class. 
CREATIVE: With Miss Angus pupils have been looking at local places of historical interest where things are planted and grow. This week they've explored Saltwell Park.

11/04/25
This HT (Spring 2) in A7 class;

ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI, some pupils have also been doing Functional skills work and SpAG work. We've enjoyed a couple of sensory stories; 5 little ducks, Mr. Wolf's pancakes alongside Attention Autism. We've been working on our communication targets through social skills lessons, iMuse, Sensory Room and Soft Play. 
MATHS: We’ve explored measurements in a range of ways. We've focused on money looking at coins and notes, identifying, matching, counting and adding, subtracting and totalling and applied these on our community skills visits to Felling Square.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: In understanding the world we've explored the Middle East and India. We've celebrated Diwali, Holi and Ramadan, looked at the different types of food, drink, environment, customs and traditions and culture in these parts of the world through sensory exploration.
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we've continued exploring oral and dental hygiene. We've been practicing our toothbrushing skills in preparation for a dental hygiene programme launching next half term to encourage pupils to brush their teeth additional to home brushing. We've also looked at healthy/unhealthy foods, sharing and kindness and what makes good and bad friends and relationships. We've also worked on gymnastics and parkour in PE as well as enjoying rebound sessions with Mr Pallas and using the movement room.
ILS: In ILS we've explored a range of traditional meals from around the world and closer to home including, chicken nuggets and chips, sausage and bacon sandwiches, pancakes, chappatis and easter cupcakes practicing a range of kitchen skills and hygiene around the kitchen. Pupils have also looked at a range of activities to do with looking after ourselves and our homes inclduing; hoovering, washing and drying, washing clothes, brushing and sweeping.
CREATIVE: With Miss. Angus the pupils have explored art, drama and DT in the Middle East and India making Rangoli patterns, traditional Hindu images, ceremonies and traditions using traditional dress/

Have a great Easter break.REMINDER: Next half term pupils will be attending Gateshead Interchange/Trinity Square for community skills.
04/04/25
This week in A7 class;
ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI, some pupils have also been doing Functional skills work and SpAG work. We’ve been looking at rhyming words matching, find the odd one out and creating our own rhyming words. We've also read the Ugly 5 by Julia Donaldson as our class story. 
MATHS: We’ve been counting money in different amounts to different totals using coins, comparing totals to £5 and using reasoning skills to understand best value.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: In understanding the world we've explored the food and drink of the Middle East and India. Making, preparing, exploring and tasting tea, chappatis and other foods and drinks from that part of the world.
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we've continued exploring oral and dental hygiene. Brushing teeth with the correct action, putting a pea size bit of toothpaste on a brush and how to keep our toothbrush clean. We've also been exploring how to move over and under gymnastics equipment in PE and had rebound with Mr Pallas.
ILS: In ILS this week we've made sausage sandwiches with the air fryer practicing our spreading skills, using tongs and setting/handling an air fryer safely. 
Have a lovely weekend

14/03/25
This week in A7 class;
ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI, some pupils have also been doing Functional skills work and SpAG work. We’ve also read our class sensory story this week; Reema's Ramadan which the pupils really enjoyed. The pupils have also accessed the library and played phonic games. 
MATHS: We’ve been working on our new topic for the HT; money and measurement this week we've been looking at coins up to the value of £2, matching, ordering, and practicing transactions. 
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: In understanding the world we've looked at our new topic of sharing, kindness and friendship, we've worked with our class mates on social skills games playing cooperative activities and sharing our food tech cakes with peers and staff. We've also explored the religious festivals of Holi and Ramadan. 
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we've looked at dental health and hygiene, practicing brushing teeth and using a toothbrush effectively and in PE we've started gymnastics focussing on balancing, moving with confidence on the floor and over objects, jumping and moving fast and slow.
ILS: In ILS this week we've made Air Fryer cake, mixing and combining ingredients as part of our traditional recipes topic.

07/03/25
This week in A7 class;
ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI, some pupils have also been doing Functional skills work and SpAG work. We’ve also read our class sensory story this week; Mr Wolf's Pancakes which the pupils really enjoyed. The pupils have also accessed the library and played phonic games. We also celebrated world book day with a book treasure hunt and design a potato character from a book. We also looked at and discussed our favourite books. 
MATHS: We’ve been working on our new topic for the HT; money and measurement and we've been working on our baseline assessments.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: In understanding the world we've looked at our new topic of sharing, kindness and friendship, we've worked with our class mates on social skills games playing cooperative activities and sharing our pancakes.
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we've looked at how to brush hair, clean our faces and in PE we've started gymnastics focussing on balancing, moving with confidence on the floor and over objects, jumping and moving fast and slow.
[image: 07.03]ILS: In ILS this week we've made pancakes for shrove Tuesday/pancake day, mixing and combining ingredients as part of our traditional recipes topic.
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14/02/25
This week in A7 class;
ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI, some pupils have also been doing Functional Skills Level 1 & 2 work and SpAG work looking at prefixes/suffixes and using them within sentence building. We’ve also read our class sensory story this week; Monkey Puzzle which the pupils really enjoyed. The pupils have also accessed the library and this week been responsible for maintaining the library and played phonic games to extend their phonic knowledge.
MATHS: We’ve been working on pattern and symmetry at various levels from matching and sorting to creating our own symmetrical patterns and recognising symmetry within the world. Some pupils have been working on nets, area and perimeter. 
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: We’ve at leaders in our local community and how they help us and keep us safe and look after us. People with jobs who help us and those around us and what their jobs entail and describing how they help us.
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we’ve continued our topic of caring for clothing - how to hang washing after it's been washed and fold it, using coat hangers to hang tops and bottoms and practicing doing buttons up. We’ve also had pupils attend swimming, rebound therapy with Mr Pallas and we’ve continued exploring a range of leisure games, playing 10 pin bowling, new age kurling, velcro darts using the movement room and playing Wii sports. 
We've also accessed sensory room, iMuse, movement room and soft play working on targets around communication, interaction, and emotional regulation and enjoyed sensory play.
ILS: In ILS this HT we will be working on planning and preparing food, we practiced peeling skills with our hands and a peeler. We've peeled potatoes to make chips using the air fryer with increasing independence in preparation for adulthood. We’ve also attended Community Skills this HT; Fewster Square navigating to the destination on the bus, selecting items of choice, communicating with shop staff and money handling as well as fulfilling a shopping list for class snack.
CREATIVE: With Miss Angus we've been
CERTIFICATES:
CR - Excellent skills in ILS hanging clothes on coat hangers and a clothes horse. 
AMC - Great work in English with functional language to support making her wants and needs understood. 
31/01/25
This week in A7:

ENGLISH - The class has continued to practice their phonics skills, matching and sounding out phrases, also matching pictures to captions, at various levels and looking at RWI progression. 

MATHS - In maths the class looked at pattern recognition and matching the names of shapes to the 2D/3D images.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD - We looked at who can help us in the community but matching job descriptions with job titles.
HEALTH AND WELLBEING - This week in health and wellbeing we attended our weekly rebound session and swimming, In P.E we had three target games, 10-pin bowling, kurling and pool.
ILS - We have been honing our peeling skills, making carrot crisps and chunky chips, we also went to Fewster square using the buses, practicing our communication skills when asking for receipts and bus tickets, some of our pupils went to local shop.
CREATIVE - In Miss Angus' lesson the class decorated a horse and carriage with different coloured paper, the class also accessed the soft play, sensory and iMuse rooms.
24/01/25
This week in A7 class.

ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI. Some pupils have also been doing Functional Skills work and SpAG work. We’ve also read our class sensory story this week; Shark in the Park, which the pupils really enjoyed. The pupils have also accessed the library and played phonic games.
MATHS: We’ve been working on matching, sorting, identifying, and recognising 2D and 3D shapes and patterns. Some pupils have also been exploring the properties of shape.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: We’ve continued looking at leaders within the school and our local community, and how they help us and keep us safe. We've also begun looking at leaders in our local community who keep us safe (emergency services)
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we’ve looked at caring for clothing - identifying dirty and clean clothes and now sorting light, dark, and coloured clothing.
We’ve also had pupils attend swimming and rebound therapy with Mr Pallas. We’ve also begun a leisure games topic playing 10-pin bowling, new age kurling, and velcro darts.
ILS: In ILS this half term we will be working on planning and preparing food, we practiced peeling skills with our hands and a peeler. We've peeled potatoes to make chips, skins, and crisps. We’ve also attended Community Skills this half term in Fewster Square, navigating to the destination on the bus, selecting items of choice, communicating with the shop staff, and handling money.
CREATIVE: With Miss Angus we've been making artwork on planet earth, accessed the sensory room/iMuse and practiced our independence skills by making and preparing simple snacks and drinks.

Have a lovely weekend
17/01/25
This week in A7 class.
ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI, some pupils have also been doing Functional skills work and SpAG work. We’ve also read our class sensory story this week; Shark in the park which the pupils really enjoyed.
MATHS: We’ve been working on 2D and 3D shapes and patterns. Matching, sorting, identifying and recognising as well as some pupils exploring the properties of shape.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: We’ve continued looking at leaders in school and our local community and how they help us and keep us safe. 
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we’ve looked at caring for clothing - looking at dirty and clean items and clothes and now sorting light, dark and coloured clothing. We’ve also had pupils attend swimming, rebound therapy with Mr Pallas and we’ve begun a leisure games topic playing 10 pin bowling, new age kurling and pool.
ILS: In ILS this HT we will be working on planning and preparing food, we practiced peeling skills with our hands and a peeler. We've peeled potatoes to make chips and carrots to make carrot crisps using the air fryer. We’ve also attended our new destination for Community Skills this HT; Fewster Square navigating a new destination on the bus, selecting items of choice, communicating with shop staff and money handling.
CREATIVE: With Miss Angus we’ve been exploring space through sensory play, sensory room and iMuse and continuing our independence skills making and preparing simple snacks and drinks.
CERTIFICATES:
KP: Following expectations and rules and engaging in all week well this week.
CP: Excellent engagement and work on phonics during English lessons.

10/01/25
ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at and RWI.  We’ve also read our class sensory story this week; The Barnabus Project
MATHS: We’ve completed baseline assessments in shape and time and been looking at symmetry in shapes.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: We’ve explored our new half term topic of leaders and who in our school, community and local environment is a leader and what their job is.
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we’ve looked at caring for clothing - looking at dirty and clean items and clothes We’ve also had pupils attend swimming, rebound therapy with Mr Pallas and we’ve begun a leisure games topic playing 10 pin bowling, darts and pool
ILS: In ILS this half term we will be working on planning and preparing food, we practiced peeling skills with our hands and a peeler. We've tried peeling oranges, bananas, apples and carrots. We’ve also attended a new destination for Community Skills; Fewster Square navigating a new destination on the bus, selecting items of choice, communicating with shop staff and money handling.
CREATIVE: With Miss Angus we’ve been looking at leaders from the past and practicing our social skills and independence skills playing games cooperatively and washing our plates and cups after making snack.
CERTIFICATES:
AMc: Excellent independence skills and engaging in peeling skills in Food Tech.
CR: Excellent behaviour and engagement in swimming this week.

13/12/24
ENGLISH: We’ve continued practicing our phonics at the various levels we are at. We’ve also read our class sensory story this week, The Grinch who stole Christmas
MATHS: We’ve continued looking at time in various capacities; sequencing events, recognizing activities that take place at different time of the day/year, converting analogue to digital time and reading clock faces to the hour, half hour and quarter past the hour.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: We’ve continued exploring traditions around the world at this time of year and explored different types of foods from around the world at the festive period.
HEALTH & WELLBEING: In Health and Wellbeing we’ve looked at private and public activities and sorted into groups then discussed why these are so. We’ve also had pupils attend swimming, rebound therapy with Mr Pallas and in PE we’ve accessed the new movement room and used sensory room/iMuse.
ILS: In ILS we’ve made pasta in the microwave setting the time and temperature correctly and using oven gloves to safely remove the hot plastic bowl. Pupils then mixed in pasta tomato sauce and cheese concentrating on mixing and combining skills. We’ve also attended Oakwood shops as part of our community skills visits and the pupils have all made excellent progress this HT already navigating to and from the shop, selecting items of choice, communicating with shop staff and money handling.
CREATIVE: With Miss Angus we’ve been filming the final scenes of our Autism Christmas performance and editing ready for next week’s performance.
CERTIFICATES:
AMc – Very engaged in ILS hoovering and in Food Tech following instructions to keep safe when using electrical equipment and excellent mixing and combining skills.
CR – Excellent ILS skills when hoovering being very thorough and demonstrating good progress in the technique of using a hoover on hard flooring.
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