Hill Top School-Maths
SCHOOL VISION 
We believe that all young people should be as independent as they can be, irrespective of starting point.  We will develop the essential skills of communication, employability skills as well as emotional wellbeing.  We want our pupils to be global citizens and contribute and be part of their community (local/national & international).  We want our pupils to be happy, confident, healthy, safe and have their voices heard.  We aim to prepare our pupils for life beyond Hill Top School.
INTENT 
The Maths Curriculum at Hill Top School ensures all pupils are given the opportunity to learn and develop in a supportive and practical classroom environment, where the focus is on recognising achievement and supporting progression for all pupils. The Maths curriculum is individualised, creative, functional and flexible to allow the needs of each pupil to be met.  At the same time as recognising the special needs and difficulties experienced by children with SEN it is essential that the individuality of each pupil is considered. Thus individual’s strengths, interests, needs, and, when appropriate, choices will be taken into account.

IMPLEMENTATION
The curriculum is based on the National Curriculum and also blended with opportunities for pupils to develop functional and independence skills. Some areas of Mathematics are taught discretely while others are covered within a creative curriculum approach. The curriculum is planned to provide continuity and progression. It enables pupils to make connections and transfer skills and to think creatively and solve problems. It also develops pupils’ capacity to work independently and collaboratively.  It is essential to recognise these implications and attempt to address them giving careful consideration to: 
 What we teach (curriculum content)  
How we teach (teaching style and approach)  
Where we teach (context of teaching and learning) 
 
To plan and deliver a bespoke curriculum we have split the school into 3 teaching teams: Pre-formal learners, Semi Formal Learners and Formal Learners.  The strands can be summarised in the following way: 
 
	Pre-formal 
	Semi-formal 
	Formal  

	For students who require a sensory curriculum that is cross-curricular in content. 
	For children working between p4 and NCL1 Our semi-formal learners are pupils who have a range of complex obstacles to learning. Semi-formal learners are working between P4 and end of year 1 expectations. Some semi-formal learners may learn through structured play others will learn more effectively through functional activities, and others will respond to a topic-based approach. 
	Our formal learners are pupils who are working at levels that can be related to the National Curriculum performance expectations. This group of pupils will benefit from a structure that enables personalised learning. Older pupils will undertake work related learning, including opportunities for work experience/enterprise. The formal curriculum recognises that many of the pupils have a range of needs and may require access to specialist provision. 




IMPACT
We aim to equip all the young people in our care with the skills they need to the ability level they are working at to support independence going forward in life. Most of the students in Year 11 should receive an Entry level qualification before they move on to 6th form or college, a few may receive Functional Skills Level 1. In 6th form some students will continue with Entry level, improving their achievement in Year 11. Those who received Entry Level 3 in Year 11 will follow a pathway of Functional Skills with the outcome being a qualification at Level 1/2 by the time they leave 6th form. Those who are at Entry 1 by the end of year 11 should incorporate their skills and understanding of Maths into NOCN qualifications. Through a carefully balanced curriculum and scheme of work students will have functional skills knowledge such as handling money and telling the time to allow them to seek suitable work placements or further training. Baseline assessment, teacher observations, book scrutinises and photographic evidence on a termly basis will demonstrate progress. Lesson observations will show active engagement in lessons, which in turn will improve their speaking/listening and problem-solving skills. The latter will promote confidence in engaging in activities out of school such as managing their own budget, shopping, getting to and from a work placement or arranging to visit a new place. 



