Hill Top School- Humanities
SCHOOL VISION 
We believe that all young people should be as independent as they can be, irrespective of starting point.  We will develop the essential skills of communication, employability skills as well as emotional wellbeing.  We want our pupils to be global citizens and contribute and be part of their community (local/national & international).  We want our pupils to be happy, confident, healthy, safe and have their voices heard.  We aim to prepare our pupils for life beyond Hill Top School.
INTENT 
We aim to give our pupils the experience and knowledge in the Humanities and RE to live life to the full as a citizen in the community. 
 We understand the need to give pupils the tools, through activities, to reflect, question, and listen to others, work as a team and develop clear reasoning and communication skills. 
We recognise the importance of being in the community and learning from the past, and so taking the classroom skills outside to promote research and investigatory skills. 


IMPLEMENTATION

The Humanities and RE curriculum are broad and balanced.  It reflects where we are in the Locality, Nationally and on the International Stage.  Festivals, Saints Days, Religious Periods of all denominations and historically important dates are remembered in lessons and whole school activities- for instance Remembrance Day and Holocaust Memorial Day.
The curriculum is topic and theme based.  It is designed to develop skills in questioning and reflection, whilst extending vocabulary as the use of topic words are encouraged in speech and writing activity.  Visits are used to embed the classroom learning and thus immerse the pupil in the topic they are learning.  
All pupils in Key Stage 3 have one lesson of history, geography, and RE per week, while  Key stage 4 and 5 have one lesson of RE.
All pupils in Key Stage 3/4 cover Holocaust Education as a topic.  The school is a Beacon School for Holocaust Education with Mrs Whitehead the Lead Beacon School Teacher of Holocaust Education. 
All pupils are invited to take part in sessions when visiting Faith Leaders are in school. Pupils who follow a semi-formal and informal curriculum, follow a topic-based approach, at a level differentiated to individual needs.  The use of visits supports the curriculum bringing the subject alive and the use of real-life objects wherever possible, puts the learning into context. 


IMPACT
Pupils have options for humanities-based accreditation with WJEC, if appropriate for the needs of the pupils. Progress is measured through teacher assessment, with staff highlighting pupils’ next steps for learning. 
Humanities and RE teaches tolerance, belief in self, questioning, and the who am I, where have I come from thoughts. Pupils are more engaged when outings/visits are planned and they can reflect upon what they have experienced, giving an opinion to support classroom learning. Pupils are expected to apply their learning from class- based sessions, to the real world context. 
Humanities prepares the pupils for difference in society,  but teaches them that difference is good.  



