Easter holiday activities

There’s plenty to keep you busy over Easter, from arts and crafts, to outdoor activities, to theatre and festivals, and best of all much of it is free! 
Read on for information about things happening near you; some are throughout the holidays, and others are on specific dates, and there’s also a website listing many more events and activities. We recommend you contact the venue in advance to check details. 
Throughout the Easter holidays

Monkey Mayhem

Seven Stories, The Centre for Children’s Books

10am – 5pm

For all ages

Let your cheeky monkeys loose this Easter to explore the latest exhibition, Anthony Browne: Through the Magic Mirror. Enjoy daily picture book storytimes and creative activities throughout the building.
For details 0191 261 1931 or visit www.sevenstories.org.uk

Easter Bunny Trail
National Glass Centre

10am and 4.30pm

For all ages

Follow the bunny’s trail to find an Easter-inspired gift.

For details telephone 0191 515 5555 or visit www.nationalglasscentre.com
Easter Trail

Bill Quay Farm, Gateshead 

Monday 18 – Friday 29 April 

9am – 5pm

For all ages

£1

Collect your trail pack from the office and use it to explore in and around the farm with activities along the way.

For details telephone 0191 433 5780
Baltic Magical Garden
Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art
18 April – 2 May

2pm – 4pm

For under 13s with their families

FREE

Help transform Quay into a magical daylight and moonlit garden with glowing butterflies, crawling bugs and many more fantastic creatures. Working with our artist team you'll get the opportunity to make your own creepy crawlies and let them fly or crawl around Quay.
For details telephone 0191 478 1810 or visit www.balticmill.com
Baltic Exhibition Explorer Packs

Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art

Until 18 May

10am – 6pm

Children and families have the opportunity to explore the exhibitions with special Exhibition Explorer packs. These packs offer new ways of enjoying and looking at contemporary art and are designed around each season of exhibitions. Please be aware that the number of Exhibition Explorer packs is limited.

For details telephone 0191 478 1810 or visit www.balticmill.com
Events and Activities
Saturday 16 April
Saltwell Park Show
Saltwell Park, Gateshead 

10am – 4pm

For all the family

FREE

Enjoy a great family day out in our award winning Victorian park, including displays by local horticultural societies, children's activities, a selection of stalls to buy from, a top entertainment programme and much more! 

For details telephone 0191 433 6900
Working Man: Family!
The Great North Museum: Hancock, Newcastle
Drop in any time between 11am and 3pm

For all ages
FREE
A creative event inspired by the Alexander Millar Working Man exhibition for everyone! Bring your family and friends and help make an enormous work of art that will cover our entire learning space in the Museum.


For details telephone (0191) 232 6789 or visit www.twmuseums.org.uk
Baltic Family Tours

Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art

Every Saturday

11am

For under 13s with their families

FREE
Take a trip round Baltic’s exhibitions with one of our friendly Crew who can offer fun and engaging ways to enjoy and learn more about contemporary art. Please meet at the Information Point on Level 2.
For details telephone 0191 478 1810 or visit www.balticmill.com
Busy Bs

Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art

Every Saturday and Sunday

2pm – 4pm

For under 13s with their families

FREE

Drop-in and get stuck into activities for young artists inspired by Baltic’s exhibitions.
For details telephone 0191 478 1810 or visit www.balticmill.com
Sunday 17 April

Saltwell Park Show

Saltwell Park, Gateshead 

10am – 4pm

For all the family

FREE

Enjoy a great family day out in our award winning Victorian park, including displays by local horticultural societies, children's activities, a selection of stalls to buy from, a top entertainment programme and much more! 

For details telephone 0191 433 6900
Busy Bs

Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art

Every Saturday and Sunday

2pm – 4pm

For under 13s with their families

FREE

Drop-in and get stuck into activities for young artists inspired by Baltic’s exhibitions.
For details telephone 0191 478 1810 or visit www.balticmill.com
Monday 18 April
Surf Art

The Hatton Gallery, Newcastle University Quadrangle 

Drop in any time between 10.30am and 3pm

For all ages
FREE
Fun drawing and collage activities based on the current exhibition Ben Cook: Littoral Drifter which is all about surf culture and sustainability.

For details telephone (0191) 232 6789 or visit www.twmuseums.org.uk
Springwatchers

Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens

1pm – 3pm (Meet at 1pm in the Jack Crawford Room)

For all ages

FREE
Join in a scavenger hunt in Mowbray Park and then make giant paper flowers inspired by spring.

For details telephone (0191) 232 6789 or visit www.twmuseums.org.uk
Tuesday 19 April

Football Finger Puppets

Discovery Musuem, Newcastle

10.30am – 12.30pm and 2pm – 4pm

For all ages

FREE
Come and see the NUFC: For the Love of Football exhibition, and design a football strip for your own finger puppet. 
For details telephone (0191) 232 6789 or visit www.twmuseums.org.uk
Giant Junk Chairs

The Shipley Art Gallery, Gateshead
10am – 12.00 and 1pm – 3pm

For all ages

FREE
Who can make the largest and strongest chair using just junk, tape, scissors and glue? Come and see the Sit Down: Seating for Kids exhibition and have a go at making your own.
Make a pair of glass fused drinks coasters
National Glass Centre, Sunderland
10.30am – 12.00
For ages 6+

£15

Booking is essential

Come and work in the glass studio to create two glass fused drinks coasters to take home. Please note that coasters will need to be collected a week after the workshop, to allow the glass time to cool.
For details telephone 0191 515 5555 or visit www.nationalglasscentre.com
Make a glass fused tile

National Glass Centre, Sunderland
10.30am – 12.00

For ages 6+

£15

Booking is essential

Come and work in the glass studio to create a glass fused tile to take home. Please note that tiles will need to be collected a week after the workshop, to allow the glass time to cool.

For details telephone 0191 515 5555 or visit www.nationalglasscentre.com
Easter Chicks

Saltwell Park Training Centre (next to the bowling green)

1pm – 3pm

For children under 6

£2

Booking is essential

Come and make Easter crafts and cards to take home.

For details telephone 0191 433 5918
Wednesday 20 April
Make an Easter card

National Glass Centre, Sunderland
11am – 12.00

For ages 3+

£2.50

Booking is essential

Come and make a crafty Easter card to take home.

For details telephone 0191 515 5555 or visit www.nationalglasscentre.com

Thursday 21 April
Easter card making

Discovery Museum

10.30am – 12.30pm and 2pm – 4pm

For all ages

FREE
Make your own Easter card.

For details telephone (0191) 232 6789 or visit www.twmuseums.org.uk
Glass painted tiles

National Glass Centre, Sunderland
11am – 12.00

For ages 5+

£6

Booking is essential

Come and use glass paints to make a beautiful tile to take home.

For details telephone 0191 515 5555 or visit www.nationalglasscentre.com

Easter Ducks

Saltwell Park Training Centre (next to the bowling green)

1pm – 3pm

For children age 6+

£2

Booking is essential

Come and make Easter crafts and join in with the Easter treasure trail.

For details telephone 0191 433 5918
Friday 22 April

Engine Fun

Stephenson Railway Museum

Drop in any time between 11am and 3pm

For all ages
FREE
Train crafts for all the family at Stephenson Railway Museum.
For details telephone (0191) 232 6789 or visit www.twmuseums.org.uk
Saturday 23 April
St. George’s Day Crafts

The Alnwick Garden

11am – 4pm

For all the family

Come and make your own dragons and take part in the dragon hunt.

For details telephone 01665 511350 or visit www.alnwickgarden.com
Meet real dragons!

The Alnwick Garden

11am – 3pm

For all the family

Come and meet real, live bearded and frilled dragons!

For details telephone 01665 511350 or visit www.alnwickgarden.com
Sunday 24 April
Souter’s Easter Shindig

Souter Lighthouse

11am – 4pm

For all the family 

£2 per trail


Join in Easter fun and games including face painting, entertainment, art and craft activities and an Easter trail – complete it and get your chocolate reward.
For details telephone 01670 774691 or visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Monday 25 April
Souter’s Easter Shindig

Souter Lighthouse

11am – 4pm

For all the family 

£2 per trail

Join in Easter fun and games including face painting, entertainment, art and craft activities and an Easter trail – complete it and get your chocolate reward.
For details telephone 01670 774691 or visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk

North Easter 

Penshaw Monument
12noon – 3pm
£1.50


Lots of Easter family fun including an Easter egg trail, decorate your own egg and enter it in an egg rolling race.
 
For details telephone 01670 774691 or visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk
Tuesday 26 April
Family print workshop

The Gallery at Gateshead Central Library, Prince Consort Road

For ages 4 + and their families

1.30pm – 3.30pm

£3 per person

Booking is essential 

Taking inspiration from the current Susan Dobson exhibition, make your own colourful print of a mountain range to take home. Using rollers, ink and found textures, you’ll be able to create your image, ink it up, and print it on a printing press.

For details telephone 0191 433 6965
Make a pair of glass fused drinks coasters

National Glass Centre, Sunderland
10.30am – 12.00

For ages 6+

£15

Booking is essential

Come and work in the glass studio to create two glass fused drinks coasters to take home. Please note that coasters will need to be collected a week after the workshop, to allow the glass time to cool.

For details telephone 0191 515 5555 or visit www.nationalglasscentre.com

Make a glass fused tile

National Glass Centre, Sunderland
10.30am – 12.00

For ages 6+

£15

Booking is essential

Come and work in the glass studio to create a glass fused tile to take home. Please note that tiles will need to be collected a week after the workshop, to allow the glass time to cool.

For details telephone 0191 515 5555 or visit www.nationalglasscentre.com
Wednesday 27 April
The Way Back Home

Gateshead Old Town Hall, West Street, Gateshead

Performances at 1.30pm and 4pm

For ages 3+ and their families

£7 / £4

Booking is essential

Big Wooden Horse presents The Way Back Home by Oliver Jeffers; an inter-galactic adventure tale for families and young children. One day a boy finds a plane in his cupboard. He flies the plane higher and higher until he runs out of petrol. He is frightened, lost and alone, until a passing martian lands there too! 
For details telephone 0191 433 6965.
Easter Bunny Hunt

Monkwearmouth Station Museum, Sunderland

11am – 3pm

For all ages

FREE
Easter Fun Day including an Easter bunny hunt and tombola.

Paint a plant pot

National Glass Centre, Sunderland
10.30am – 12.00

For ages 4+

£5

Booking is essential

Paint a plant pot to take home and plant some spring flowers in.

For details telephone 0191 515 5555 or visit www.nationalglasscentre.com

Nature Trail

Thornley Woodlands Centre, Gateshead 

1pm – 3pm

For all ages (trail not accessible for wheelchairs or pushchairs)
£2

Follow the map and answer clues to find your way around the woods and win a prize.

For details telephone 01207 545212

Hang Aerial workshop
Dance City, Newcastle 

11am for 6 – 11 year olds

And 12.45pm – 2pm for 12 – 17 year olds

£12

Aerial session for children and young people, no experience needed - sessions are fun and include warm-up, conditioning and strength techniques. Bring layers to cover skin around core and keep warm/cool.

For details telephone 0191 261 0505 or visit www.dancecity.co.uk
Thursday 28 April

Sandblast Springtime Tumblers

National Glass Centre, Sunderland
10.30am – 12.00

For ages 5+

£6

Booking is essential

Work in the glass studio to sandblast a pair of tumblers to take home. 

For details telephone 0191 515 5555 or visit www.nationalglasscentre.com

Minibeast Madness
Saltwell Park Stable (next to Pets’ Corner)

12.00 – 3pm

For under 8 year olds

£1

Make a creepy crawly to take home.

For details telephone 0191 433 5918

Fireman Sam Live

The Sunderland Empire

2pm (free pre-show fun from 1pm)

For young families

£17.50

Join Fireman Sam and all his friends, as Pontypandy hosts its first ever music festival. Come along to the theatre an hour before the performance for free pre-show fun including face painting and craft activities!
For details telephone 08448 472499 or visit www.sunderlandempire.org.uk
Find more events and activities

•
To search by activity or postcode, visit www.plings.net
•
For news of events visit the Cultural Ambassadors’ Network, www.cultureandcreativity.com
•
For activities and events for all ages visit www.whatsonnortheast.com or www.newcastlegateshead.com
•
And don’t forget to check the websites of the venues listed below, for their full listings.
